
1. Country of origin: Hertfordshire, England
2. Occupation: very retired Graphic Artist.
3. Been a member for: 2 years.
4. How has being a member benefitted you?
It gets you to places you haven’t known about 
and probably would never go to. Then there’s 
the good company with a few laughs along the 
way. Also keeps my impatience and impetuosity 
in check a bit.
5. Best trip: Can’t go past one I did many times 
while living near Cairns, Australia:
4–5 easy days down the seaward coast of 
Hinchinbrook, a mountainous island off the coast 
of Far North Queensland. Magnificent beaches, 
warm weather, warm water and loads of wildlife. 
Even a saltwater croc or two.
6. Worst trip: Coming down from Rintoul Hut, 
over Bishop’s Cap and into the Lee Valley - a very 
erroneously DOC-designated bad weather escape 
route. Halfway down, the track was obliterated by 
windfalls and I spent the best part of two hours to 
the valley floor pushing through gorse and bush 
lawyer. Fell over countless times and got ripped to 
shreds. Had to stop at a creek on the way out to 
clean all the blood off before my wife Carole, who 
was meeting me, saw it and banned me from ever 
leaving the house again!
7. Funniest moment: A long night with a nutter 
(it’s one of those “it wasn’t funny at the time” 
events).

I was spending the night before New Year’s at 
Roebuck Hut. Thought I had the hut to myself un-
til at about 9.30pm there was a thud, thud, thud 
up the steps and the door banged open. It was 
a big, fat, hairy bikie-type and his two ugly pig 
dogs. No gun though, thank God.

He introduced himself without a word by puk-
ing in the middle of the floor.

So began a very long night.
He lit the wood burner to cook on and ramped 

it up to blast furnace intensity (in an already hot 
hut) and alternated between baby-talking to his 
dogs and abusing and kicking them. At one time 
he was chasing one of them around outside with 
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the hut axe! He had no food for them and said 
that when they got hungry enough they’d kill 
something.

All the while he was banging around he kept up 
a continuous conversation. Not to me though – 
it was like he vocalised every thought that went 
through his head.

When he finally went to bed at about 2am, typi-
cally of the inconsiderate ones, he fell asleep in-
stantly and started snoring like a farting camel.

Shortly after, there was a huge bang in the hut 
and we both jumped up thinking someone was 
shooting through it. A firebrick had exploded.

Back to bed for a while till he started scream-
ing like a banshee. He’d got cramp in his legs and 
was tangled up in his sleeping bag and couldn’t 
get out.

At first light I packed in record time, edged past 
the mangy mutts in the doorway and was out of 
there.
8. Scariest moment: The answer could be the 
same as to the last question!

I’ve had a few, usually caused by making bad 
decisions or not stopping to think for a minute. Af-
terwards I always think “You silly sod, that could 
have ended badly. Be careful”.
9. Favourite hut: I like to be comfortable after 
a hard day so any one that is warm and not too 
crowded.
10. Bucket list: I’ve seen a fair bit of the top of 
the South but there’s still a lot of country left to 
visit further afield.

MEMBER PROFILE > Chris Louth

Our club Programme Co-ordinator above Blue Lake
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER > Phillip Palmer
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TRIP REPORTS
June–August 2013

29–30 June – Ellis Hut – Kahurangi NP
Leader: Dion Pont

Postponed from the previous weekend, Dion 
cajoled us into a second attempt. It was mid-morn-
ing on a Saturday when he ferried us further along 
the farm road from the Baton Valley in his trusty 
Suzuki jeep. 

While the old track began on an easy gradient, 
the stream crossings got deeper and trickier. 2.5 
hours of good going put us beneath the crux: a 
vertical climb of some 30 metres hanging onto a 
steel cable. Thankfully there were ample rooted 
hand- and foot-holds.

This was the start of a two-hour sidle, high above 
the Ellis River, which slowed progress somewhat. A 
cold crossing to the true right, another gnarly sidle 
track, and a final ford of the frigid stream.

A rather steep ascent had our legs screaming for 
20 minutes until the spur broadened and our jour-
ney settled into a steady slog through the snow.

Once in the Ellis headwaters, somewhere below 
the various peaks of Mount Arthur, we marvelled at 
limestone outcrops, before reaching the six-bunk 
hut. It had taken nearly six hours’ hard tramping.

Inside were NSC maps detailing the entire Ellis 
Basin cave system; 37km of passages.

On Sunday, we made tracks back down-valley, 
shooting a few photos of the gorge, and returning 
to the jeep in five hours.

Hardy trampers were: Dion Pont, Ian Morris, 
Mark Stevens and Ray Salisbury (scribe).

29 June – The Grampians – Nelson
Leader: Robyn Walsh

There wasn’t much interest for the Saturday 
walk – only one plus an invitation to another per-

Dion Pont, Mark Stevens & Ian Morris at Ellis Basin Hut, mid-winter

son made this happen.
Our trio met on Robinson Rd, off Brook Street. A 

cheery volley of braying from a large male donkey 
greeted us as we began walking up the Translator 
Road. The morning was a little chilly but we soon 
warmed up. At least it was fine, but a layer of cloud 
prevented the sun’s warmth from coming through.

After joining the track from Collingwood St on 
a flat, open plateau, we branched left along the 
shady Kanuka Track. There was some rather nice 
bush there. We stopped for refreshments at the 
clearing that follows the pylons up from the Brook 
Valley. We had a good view of The Doubles.

We continued on the shady east side through 
open manuka, passing the occasional ring-barked 
dead pine. At a junction with two roads we chose 
the summit one. More good views over to Jenkins 
Hill and the upper Brook Valley.

Further on, a 15-minute grunt up a firebreak took 
us to the top where we had a good look around the 
broadcasting building and tower structures.

Lunchtime was looming, so we headed down the  
road to the lookout platform, enjoying views across 
Tasman Bay.

Heading off again, we took the steep road adja-
cent to Mahoe / Fuchsia Track, a left turn into Kahi-
katea Track which returned us to the eastern side. 
A steep gravel trail led us to the saddle between 
Sugar Loaf and The Grampians. We descended the 
road down the gully, despite it being closed. We got 
back on the lower section of the Translator Road. A 
slow descent to the cars completed the loop.

Participants were: Christine Burn (Waimea TC), 
Robyn Walsh (scribe) & Ted Brooks.

29 June – Mount Stanley – Marlborough Sounds
Leader: Silvano Lorandi

In the puzzle of sea and land that is the 
Marlborough Sounds some fortunate mountains 
are high enough to promise a spectacular view. Mt. 
Stanley (971m) on the map appears as a distinc-
tive peak possibly high enough to conquer the veg-
etation and peek out in the sky.

The popular Nydia track wanders around its 
slopes and offers a well-formed track that gets 
close to the top but from Nydia Saddle the map 
shows just a green patch which could mean some 
bush-bashing might be required to reach the top 
and the prize of a great view.

It’s four of us on a misty and chilly Saturday 
morning when we start walking the Nydia Track 
from Duncan Bay in the Tennyson inlet.

With a good walking pace we reach Nydia Saddle 
in a couple of hours and then enter the bush ready 
for some route-finding and bush-bashing, but to 
our surprise we find a reasonably good path very 
well marked with pink ribbons that lead the way.

“Surely that it is not the way to a girl’s birthday 
party?” But we follow it until we reach the main 
ridge at 680m.
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Don Morrisey, Pat Holland, Chris Louth and Silvano Lorandi – guess who was added later in Photoshop?

Here another surprise is waiting for us: a brand 
new and very comfortable looking DOC hut, un-
fortunately not for public use but probably for the 
purpose of some research, perhaps on giant snails 
of which we will find plenty of shells.

However, for public use and very important in 
the summer months is the hut’s water tank which 
is the only source of water up here.

An even nicer track marked with blue DOC tri-
angles follows the ridge up and down, left and right 
for a few km to the top. The track continues down-
hill but we didn’t feel like continuing the exploration.

Our reward of a beautiful panorama of the 
sounds will perhaps be gained the next time we 
venture again up here because on this occasion an 
unfortunate cloud lingers on the top.

We have the occasional glimpses of Pelorus 
Sound on one side and Tennyson Inlet on the other 
during the descent. We reach the car in the last 
light of the day after eight hours of walking. We 
met no-one at al, apart from three deer.

Participants: Silvano Lorandi (leader & scribe), 
Pat Holland, Chris Louth and Don Morrisey (visitor).

Times:
Nelson–Tennyson Inlet (Duncan Bay):	1hr, 15 mins drive
Duncan Bay–Nydia Saddle:	 2hrs (7 km)
Saddle–Hut (680m):	 45 min 
Hut–Mount Stanley (971m):	 1hr, 15 mins
Mount Stanley–Tennyson Inlet:	 3hrs, 15 mins 
Round trip:	 Allow 8 hours

PLAN  A–Z
THE TRAMP THAT NEVER WAS
6–7 July – Lake Chalice, Mt Duppa, whatever!
Leaders: Kate Krawczyk, Chris Louth & Dion Pont

When we met at the Richmond Badminton Club 
on Saturday morning at 8am, the weather was not 
looking good. It was blowing a gale and there was 
rain coming in. Chris and Dion thought that Bal-
loon Hut wasn’t the best destination after all and 
because the weather system was coming from the 
Northwest we decided, in our infinite wisdom, to 
head Southeast. We started driving out of Nelson 
with Dion in the backseat – Richmond Forest Park 
Map on his lap – discussing options for a destina-
tion: Plan ‘B’. We decided on Foster’s Hut on the 
south end of Mt. Richmond up the North Branch 
Wairau. After a long drive over the Whangamoas 
where the weather just got worse and the rain got 
heavier, we drove up the Onomalutu Valley towards 
the car park only to get almost all the way and 
discover that the road was closed due to forestry.
Bring on Plan ‘C’.

We decided to carry on down the North Bank 
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Ken Ridley amuses some of the group while traversing 
the Third House to Jenkins Hill ridge

Road, up Staircase Road, to Lake Chalice. It was 
a beautiful drive in and we reached the car park 
around noon. The rain had stopped, the clouds had 
parted and things were looking up. It was only a 
short and easy walk downhill to Lake Chalice Hut 
and once we got there we had lunch and then 
walked around the lake. The weather almost co-
operated and it only started raining again about 
five minutes before we returned to the hut. 

The plan for the next day (lets call it Plan ‘D’) was 
to climb out from Lake Chalice and if the weath-
er was good to carry further along the road and 
climb Mt. Patriarch. But alas, we woke up to more 
rain despite clearing during the night, with starry 
skies. All three of us were itching to do some more 
tramping. We didn’t feel like we had really done our 
dash – so we decided to find another place to go 
walking on our way home. 

The first idea – Plan ‘E’ – was to walk in to Pine 
Valley Hut which was back east up the Wairau Val-
ley. We turned off and headed in up the road, but it 
was pouring. As Chris got out to open a farm gate, 
I turned around to Dion and said “Do you really 
want to do this?” He replied “No, my jacket isn’t re-
ally waterproof anyway”. So, we waved to Chris out 
in the pouring rain to shut the gate and we turned 
around – onto Plan ‘F’.

Well at that point there was no Plan F because 
the rain just wasn’t letting up – all the way up the 
Wairau, through Havelock and the Rai Valley. I sug-
gested maybe doing a walk up the Pelorus. Out 
came the trusty Park Map in the backseat again. 
We decided on a walk in that area, but it wasn’t to 
be … it was still pissing in the Pelorus.

So… bring on Plan ‘G’ – we rounded the end of 
the Bryant Range and the sun came out – good old 
Nelson, eh? So we decided that Mt.Duppa it was. 
After all it was just past noon on Sunday – way too 
early to go home! Chris and I had never climbed 
Duppa before and Dion hadn’t done it in a long 
time. The funny coincidence is that the Waimea 
Tramping Club was doing it the same day! So, we 
met up with some familiar faces on the track in-
cluding our own Uta Purcell.

It was a grunt of a climb but it is a gorgeous track 
through some unusual bush and rock formations. 
We reached the top and once again the weather 
had closed in, so we didn’t get much of a view… all 
the more reason to do it again sometime!!

So, it was an ‘Itsy Bitsy’ weekend of tramping 
but as always, it was an adventure to say the least. 
It was good to get out and about with great com-
pany in some beautiful places.

14 July – Brook Waimarama Sanctuary, Nelson
Leader: Chris Louth

Typical of the upper Brook in winter, it was 
cold and frosty when a good-sized group of eleven 
met at the Sanctuary carpark.

Most hadn’t spent much time in this area, even 

though a maze of tracks and it’s proximity to Nel-
son make it so accessible, so it was all new to them.

Our route was to take us deep into the valley, up 
onto the ridges then back down again to complete 
a rough circle.

The sun hadn’t yet pierced the valley as we made 
our way up the true right of the stream and onto 
Jacob’s Ladder. Half an hour of of steady uphill saw 
the first layer stripped off before we diverted onto 
trapline D and sidled towards the headwaters of 
the Brook, deep in the ferny steep-sided valleys.

Those with too many layers peeled another on the 
steady climb up Toutouwai Ridge to Third House.

Gail’s knees didn’t fancy the steep downhill that 
was to come later so she left us here for a leisurely 
walk down the Dun Walkway to her car.

The rest of us headed along the well-used track 
towards Jenkins Hill. Halfway along, on top of a 
short, we eventually located the barely discernible 
start of the track down Tuatara Ridge.

Near the bottom, this track is very steep and 
it was necessary to hang on to the vegetation to 
avoid possible calamity. Picks and shovels were ev-
idence that Pat and his track-building cronies had 
recently been doing some work here.

A young weka, distinctive by its misshapen side-
ways curving bill, was taking advantage of the re-
cently disturbed earth to forage. Back on the valley 
floor the tracks were better and it was easy going 
again. There were a few smiles as Dongrui, our 
Chinese visitor, who had carefully avoided getting 
her feet wet on the many creek crossings during 
the day, misjudged a step on the very last crossing 
and filled her shoes.

Six-and-a-half hours after leaving, we arrived 
back at the visitor centre after an enjoyable and 
diverse walk.

Participants were: Sue Henley, Roger and Mau-
reen Cotton, Dan McGuire, Andrea Cockerton, Kate 
Krawczyk, Gail Malinosky, Dion Pont, Ken Ridley, 
Chris Louth (author) and visitor Dongrui.
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Information & Rules
PHOTO COMPETITION
Dig through those shots from the past year. Get those pics printed out 
& ready for judgement. Come along to enjoy the fun, wine, cheese 
and nibbles, and social atmosphere of this last club night of the year. 

Date: Monday 2 December. Place: Nelson Intermediate School staffroom, 
Titipahi Street, Nelson. Time: 7.30pm. Guest Judge: Don Pittham

National Competition:
The club competition is aligned with the national competition. The winners 
from our club will have their photos sent off to Wellington. National winners 
will have their photos printed in the FMC Bulletin, and receive prizes.

Rolling Slideshow:
A rolling slideshow will also be held at the club night of pics people sub-
mit to Ray Salisbury by e-mail before December. Images should be 
no larger than 2Mbytes. Email: newsletter@maxnet.co.nz

Format: 
All photos need to meet the following criteria for judging by Don:
•	 Prints must be 6 x 4 inches in size.
•	 Photos are to have been taken within the past 12 months. 
•	 No manipulated photos (except for cropping & sharpening.) 

Exception is category 7 below.
•	 Person submitting the photo must be person who has set up the photo. 
•	 Entries are limited to three prints / per category / per person
•	 First Place-getters from each category will receive a Camera Shop 

voucher. 1st, 2nd & 3rd get a certificate. 
• On the back of the print put the category and the title of the picture.
• Do not include the name of the entrant.

Categories:
1. Landscape (no people)
This includes wide angle shots (which may even be predominantly sea or sky) 
or an ‘in your face’ close-up (a rock in a stream or part of a tree). What’s 
important is that the mood of the landscape which is being captured comes 
through in the image. It’s acceptable to include man-made structures (huts, 
power lines, sign posts, etc.) providing they add to the scene. 
2. Hut or Camp Life (including portraits)
3. Above the bushline (people allowed)
4. Below the bushline (people allowed)
5. Nature flora & fauna (no people)
Informative, artistic images showing non-domestic flora and fauna (so no gar-
den roses, cats or dogs). Geological or meteorological phenomena, (e.g. dra-
matic clouds, formations or details of rock strata are also acceptable if they 
are accurately titled). Ensure that the shot is as sharp as you can make it, that 
the subject is large in the picture and that the background is not intrusive. The 
‘hand of man’ should be avoided – no fences, power lines, buildings, etc. Try to 
give an accepted common name, or a formal Latin name for the title.
6. Historic
Pre-1980, featuring an aspect of club life. Black & white encouraged but not essential.
7. Anything Goes (Not an FMC category – just NTC.)
Includes humour and manipulated images. Also, larger format prints, panoram-
ics, and shots older than 12 months can be submitted here.
8. People’s Choice (Not an FMC category – just NTC.)
Attendees vote on their favourite amongst all the pictures on offer.

Winning photos from previous year’s competitions can be viewed 
on the NTC Photo Galleries webpage.

A world-renowned photographer
named Chase Jarvis recently 
remarked that:

 ‘the best camera 
is the one that’s 
with you’.
 
He’s filled an entire book 
with shots taken on his 
iPhone. When on a multi-day 
tramp, your pack’s weight is 
paramount to whether you 
enjoy or endure the experience. 
If you lug a heavy DSLR and 
pro gear around the hills it 
won’t necessarily improve 
your images. Knowledge of 
photography and creative flair 
will.

The only way to improve 
your picture-making is the 
old adage: practice, practice 
practice.  Thomas Edison, that 
ingenious inventor, reckoned

“genius is 1% 
inspiration and 
99% perspiration.”

Dedicated shutterbugs will 
shoot several different views of 
the same subject, and perhaps 
a hundred exposures just to 
nail the ‘money shot’. Why not? 
With digital cameras, it won’t 
cost you. Pro landscapers will 
wait for hours, even days, for 
the right quality of light.

Remember Edison’s words of 
wisdom:

“We often miss 
opportunity 
because it’s 
dressed in overalls 
and looks like 
work.”

Editor

PHOTOS
T a l k i n g  B e t t e r

mailto:newsletter%40maxnet.co.nz?subject=Reply%20from%20NLetter%20hyperlink%20%28PDF%29
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Visitor Pauline Tout, aided by Graeme Ferrier, takes a leap of faith near old communications installation on Mt Campbell

20 July – Mt Campbell – Kahurangi NP
Leader: Chris Louth

Due to the frustrating, continued closure of 
the Graham Valley Road, this was a change of des-
tination from the scheduled Mount Arthur trip.

Fog was laying over the Waimea plains when we 
left Richmond, but the forecast promised a fine, 
calm day. 

Ten became nine as one tramper missed their 
pickup due to a misunderstanding over the depar-
ture day.

At the end of Brooklyn Valley Road we donned 
our tramping gear and set off, on a glorious win-
ter’s day, for the steady climb up the farm tracks.

It was an interesting walk as we got higher with 
various places to check out along the way.

The first was an old hut (Wratt’s Hut) dating 
back, according to the inscriptions, to fairly early 
last century.

Then there was the magnificently-sited house, 
at 1100 metres on a ridge near the bush line, with 
views over Tasman and Golden Bays.

A little further on, in a patch of bush, we passed 
some old machinery from a long-abandoned saw-
mill, then climbed up to the old communications 
station, where we got our first look at Mt Campbell 
and it’s associated hardware.

From here it was every man (or woman) for him-
self for the grunt up the last couple of kms or so to 
the tower on the summit.

After lunch, basking in the sunshine and taking 
in the 360-degree panoramic view, we leisurely re-
traced our route back to the cars.

Thanks to Dion Pont, Sue Henley, Andrea Cocker-
ton, Graeme Ferrier, Dan McGuire and visitors Neil 
Henderson, Philip Palmer and Pauline Tout for their 
company. Chris Louth (author and trip leader).

27 July – Gordon’s Knob – Mt Richmond FP
Leader: Kate Krawczyk

It was a very windy Friday the day before the 
trip and it was questionable whether or not the 
wind would be too strong to attempt the ascent of 
Gordon’s Knob. But we decided that it was going to 
calm down a bit on the Saturday and went ahead. 

The sun was shining and it was a bit breezy when 
we started out from Richmond. At the parking lot 
on Inwood’s Lookout it was a bit more than breezy.

We climbed through to the first ridgeline and the 
wind was howling! It was hard to remain on our 
feet, it was blowing so hard. We looked at each 
other with some concern – after all, if it was blow-
ing so hard this low, it must be worse at the top!

A few trampers expressed their concerns early and 
with cloud covering the top of the Knob, were not keen 
to go all the way to the top but we decided to find a 
sheltered spot and have a break and some food.

We climbed up into the saddle and found a spot 
out of the wind in some bush. Getting out of that 
wind was great and we collected ourselves and 
carried on. We dipped down through the saddle 
through the bush and reached the tree line at 
which point a few people decided to turn back and 
descend slowly back to the car park – the wind and 
cloud wasn’t worth the push to the summit. The 
rest of us decided to push on and reached the top 
about half an hour later.

The irony was that, despite the fact that we were 
in the cloud and didn’t have much of a view, the 
wind was actually not so bad at the top; that was 
strange. The lower ridgeline must have some kind 
of funnel effect with the wind because it was so 
much stronger down in that area – which defies 
logic, especially when you’ve been in the moun-
tains a bit. 
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There were some rewards at the summit regard-
less of the view. There were some incredible snow 
and ice formations on the alpine grasses and rock, 
and then of course, the satisfaction of bagging the 
high point of the Gordon’s Knob massif. 

There were, of course, some ‘knob’ jokes made on 
the way, and on the way down. Having signal on my 
smart phone, I looked up the definition of a ‘knob’, as 
we had some discussion about the meaning, which is:

knob (n b) noun.
1. A rounded protuberance.
2.a. A rounded handle, as on a drawer or 
door.

             b. A rounded control switch or dial.
3. A prominent rounded hill or mountain
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Kate’s intrepid party in the snow on Gordon’s Knob

Participants were Kate Krawczyk (scribe), Chris 
Louth, Dion Pont, Sue Henley, Charlotte Orr, Phil-
lip Palmer, Uta Purcell, Dan McGuire, Annette LeC-
ren, Andrea Cockerton, Ian Morris, Pauline Tout & 
Christine Hoy.

August 10 – Peanter Peak – Nelson Lakes NP
Leader: Pat Holland

Ten hardy souls braved the elements and 
treacherous mountain slopes. Actually, after the 
7am early start in Nelson, it turned out a fantas-
tic calm, clear and relatively mild day at Rainbow 
skifield.

There was the usual mucking about to get every 
one fitted out with crampons. Not needed for the 
first part towards West Bowl as snow was in short 
supply. We felt sorry for the Rainbow field opera-
tors although the T-bar was operating and there 
were quite a few skiers on ‘Shirt Front’.

Up we plodded and there was plenty of snow on 
the upper slopes and basins: generally nice firm 
cramponing. Everbody agreed that Peanter Peak 
was the destination (1880m, 5km from skifield)

And so, after some very elementary instructions, 
we dispensed with the Snowcraft Training and per-
severed with the real thing. A quite high route un-
der Mt McCrae required good concentration and 
nerve on some steeper, icy parts. We maintained 
this altitude around the next two basins and then 
headed for the ridge leading to Peanter Peak. Ev-
ery body summited about 3.5 hr after leaving the 
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Chris Louth and the girls on the remote Peanter Peak ... a great place to learn alpine skills
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cars (the first NTC group for several years). We had 
great views over Travers Valley to Mt’s Angelus, 
Hopeless, Cupola and Travers and further south as 
well as north down to Lake Rotoiti. And so, back by 
the same route except Chris, John and Kate chose 
an even steeper segment for extra practice.

The last, rather tired, bodies were back to the 
cars in about three hours. ‘Twas a very satisfying 
day. Rainbow is such a beautiful valley, especially 
in such excellent conditions. 

Climbers were Pat Holland, Andrea Cockerton, 
Chris Louth, Kate Krawcyzk, John Whibley, Sue 
Henley plus visitors: Anna Riddiford, David Wells, 
Marianne Hermsen and Mary Reed. 

17 August – Ben Nevis – Mt Richmond Forest Park
Leader: Kate Krawczyk

Six keen trampers showed up early despite 
threatening weather, for an assault on Ben Nevis.  
Without even a morning tea break, they rushed up 
the mountain taking in fabulous views with snow-
capped peaks in every direction. We reached the 
top in record time.

As we approached the summit, the weather start-
ed to close in, and on top there was sleet (bloody 
freezing!) We retreated down a ways to a more 
sheltered spot for a lunchtime morning tea break.

The weather started to ease again, and we 
reached the cars surprised to see someone had 
been and let air out of two tyres. Chris, Kate and 
Bob did heroic jobs of changing the tyres. Andrea 
added to the drama by pretending she was a pin-
up girl.

All in all, Kate has demonstrated her adventur-
ous spirit, leading us on tramps like this one as well 
as showing her ability to handle any situation.
Participants: 
Andrea Cockerton (pin-up girl)
Chris Louth (chief tyre-changer and mechanic)
Bob Renshaw (director of tyre-management)
Marcel Stutz (visitor)
Dan McGuire (scribe)
Kate Krawczyk (leader)

18 August – Tahunanui to Airport – Nelson
Leader: David Blunt

David took us on a relaxed and informative 
walk along the Tahunanui back beaches – a great 
antidote to a weekend of earthquakes and rain. 
The day was grey but warm, and we commented 
how deserted the beach was for a Sunday – barely 
a dog to bowl us over in the wet sand. 

This is a low-tide walk so once we’d rock-hopped 
the channel at Parkers Cove our course hugged the 
edges in a mix of stones and unpredictable sand, 
giving a good workout to the calf muscles. The wind 
was light, the sea languid, and we soon spotted 
a kingfisher, as well as admiring the fishing skills 
of a one-legged stilt. The rescue helicopter flying 

enroute to Abel Tasman fuelled a sobering discus-
sion on the merits of smart phones and the club 
supply of PLBs, which are available to all members 
– so please use them.   

A diversion was made to try out one of the ex-
ercise hotspots that border the airport track, and 
then it was back to the beach to follow a corridor of 
massive concrete blocks – an impressive effort at 
stabilising the bank from tide erosion. 

Passing a magnificent pine in full seed, we round-
ed the corner to find a small beach with a backview 
of Monaco – a perfect place for lunch. The estu-
ary wraps itself around this point, plus we could 
see, but not hear, the comings and goings at the 
airport. We watched Marlborough’s stormclouds 
pile up on the ridge while we discussed the various 
tracks that could be seen from our vantage point. 
There was great danger of dozing so we eventually 
decided to throw our packs on and make a move. 

Our return trip took us along the top of the bank 
where we could see Val approaching up the beach 
at a good clip. Our group complete, we headed off 
along an easy track with just a quick dip onto to the 
beach to avoid the mad putters on the golf course. 
Our track then cut through the campground where 
we viewed some impressive gardens and decks 
on the permanent sites. We then realised that the 
whole lovely coastline we had just walked is their 
backyard, with sunsets too – pretty nice.

We arrived back at our cars feeling quite smug 
to have beaten the weather that was forecast. It 
was a good day out and we all agreed that Nelson’s 
varied beach rambles are truly unique for a city. 
But one wonders how many people really take the 
time to explore them.

Members: Brenda Sinclair, Val Latimer,  
Gail Malinosky (scribe) & David Blunt.
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Andrea pretends she is a pin-up girl

WILDERNESS WISDOM
“Never check the depth of water 

with both feet.”
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24–25 August – Begley Hut via Rainbow Hut 
Nelson Lakes National Park
Leader: Dion Pont

Dion and Kate did a superb job negotiating the 
fords on the Hydro Road along the upper Wairau 
Valley. But first we had to wait for half an hour 
for a farm-hand to return with a gate key – lucky 
Dion knew Roger, who was apparently once a club 
member years ago.

After the requisite posed party picture, we set off 
at pace along the open river flats of the Rainbow. 
After a month of rain, this summery day was the 
tonic we needed, cris-crossing the river for a cou-
ple of hours up to Rainbow Hut, which Ray added 
to his collection. Incidentally, this decrepid building 
was handed over to Rainbow Station in 2004.

Utilising the 4WD road above the gorge, we made 
the upper basin where Paske and Begley Creeks 
fed into the Rainbow River. From these wide, open 
spaces, we disappeared into beech forest for a 
couple of hours, climbing up and over two hillocks 
before bagging Begley Hut.

The ladies did themselves proud chopping down 
trees, then Kate got a cracking fire raging in the 
open hearth.

Sunday morning saw a leisurely return to the 
forks, where Dion surprised us with his desire to 
explore the valley headwaters for a couple of hours.

Pat and Kate joined him; the rest of us headed 
back to the vehicles to boil the billy and get eaten 

Rainbow Valley venturers: Kate, Dion, Lou, Sue, Chrissie & Pat, ready for the 5-hour race to Begley Hut

by sandflies. All in all, a great leg-stretcher.
Trampers were Dion Pont, Pat Holland, Lou and 

Chrissie Kolf, Ray Salisbury (scribe), Kate Krawczyk 
and Sue Henley.

SUBSCRIPTIONS DUE
reminder

The committee would like to thank all those who 
have paid their annual subs for 2013–2014.
If your subscription fee is still outstanding, please 
contact the Treasurer, Brenda Griffen. 

SAVEtheKEa
inspiring communities to protect the 

world’s only mountain parrot (kea)

keep up-to-date with news * donate to fund research

www.keaconservation.co.nz

mailto:bjr%40sealord.co.nz?subject=NTC%20Subs
http://www.keaconservation.co.nz
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COMMITTEE :
	
President: Lawrie Halkett
Correspondence Secretary: Pat Holland
Minutes Secretary: Kate Krawczyk
Treasurer: Brenda Griffin
Gear: Mark Stevens
Programme Co-ordinator: Chris Louth
Committee: Dion Pont, Mike Glover, Bob Janssen
Newsletter Editor: Raymond Salisbury
Post trip reports to: 71 Montreal Rd, Victory,
or email to: newsletter@maxnet.co.nz
 
Website: www.nelsontrampingclub.org.nz
Mailbox: PO Box 1238, Nelson 7040.

Freeze-Dried Meals
We’re a Stoke-based company producing 
freeze dried meals that taste amazing, 
are super simple to use and are packed 
full of the nutrients you need in the 
outdoors. We’re exclusively available in 
Rollos, Nelson and online.

“Food should taste good...
wherever you are.”

www.facebook.com/absolutewilderness
www.absolutewilderness.co.nz

UPcoming
CLUBNITES...
----------------------------------

Monday 16 September

Social Night
7pm, Rob Roys Pub,

Queen Street, Richmond
For more info, email Kate:

k8k@xtra.co.nz: Kate Krawczwk
“BRING YOUR PARK MAPS”

----------------------------------
Monday 7 October

Guest speaker: Phil Rossiter 

Old Ghost Road
Phil Rossiter is the Chairman of the 
Mokihinui-Lyell Trust Board and 
will speak on the development of 
the Old Ghost Road. 

7:30pm, Nelson Intermediate
School, Tipahi Street. Gold Coin

----------------------------------
Monday 2 December

Photo Competition
Our club’s annual, informal social 
get-together around the table... 
a chance to show off your skills 
with a camera - and show us where 
you’ve been tramping all year.

Check out the Rules and 
Categories on Page 5.

     DOC 
     UPDATES
For latest track conditions, go to:
www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-rec-
reation/plan-and-prepare/alerts/

Kahurangi National Park

The Graham Valley Road is 
still closed due to a giant slip 
in May which blocked access 
to Flora Saddle and Mt Arthur.  

Mt Richmond Forest Park

The bridge over Hacket Stream to 
Whispering Falls has been de-
stroyed – this track is now closed.

Wairau–Hanmer Hydro Road

Rainbow Road between Hanmer 
Springs and St Arnaud: The gate 
on the road is now locked.

Contact the farm manager: 
03 521 1838. For more info: 
visit Lone Star Farms website

“It is not a public area and any use 
is a revocable privilege granted by 
the Leaseholder.”

----------------------------------

Hut Baggers!
You now have an official web-
site where you can log your 
long lists of huts visited. It’s 
the brainchild of Jamie Connor 
(see recent articles in the Bul-
letin &  Wilderness magazine.)
NTC members are currently 
topping the leaderboard. URL: 

http://www.hutbagger.co.nz/

Don Schwass, who has worked for search 
and rescue in Nelson for decades, kindly 
spoke at a recent NTC club night.

If you need to hire tramping boots, tents, 
beacons, or even clothing, contact Don:

547 4817 / 021 111 1177
www.adventuregearhire.co.nz

Don also provides the only FREE monitored 
tramping intentions service. Check out 
Adventure Buddy on-line:

www.adventurebuddy.co.nz
----------------------------------

TRAMPING e-BOOK
Ray Salisbury has re-published his 
epic 80-day traverse of the North 
Island mountains, Cape To Cape.

His book, in easy-to-read journal 
format, is now available as a digital 
download for Kindle, iPod, tablets or 
your smart phone.
Click here to read a sample or buy:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/
B00D3TSKG6

The price is only $7.00 NZD.

http://www.nelsontrampingclub.org.nz
www.facebook.com/absolutewilderness

www.absolutewilderness.co.nz

mailto:k8k%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Social%20Nite%206%20May
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/plan-and-prepare/alerts/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/plan-and-prepare/alerts/
http://www.lonestarfarms.co.nz/rainbow-access/
http://www.lonestarfarms.co.nz/rainbow-access/
http://www.hutbagger.co.nz/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00D3TSKG6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00D3TSKG6
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00D3TSKG6

