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Nelson Tramping Club (NTC) 

NTC was founded in 1935 and has continued over the decades to have a strong 

interest in all aspects of access for outdoor recreation, particularly for tramping and 

climbing. Our paid-up and active membership is currently 95. The club is a Full 

member of FMC and strongly supports their advocacy role and positions on many 

issues including access. We have closely studied the Terms of Reference (ToR) 

provided for this review. However, this submission only addresses the most important 

issues raised with particular emphasis on the changes required to the Act and 

potentially to other key legislation. 

The need for the Act 

NTC is a strong supporter of WAC. We believe it has an essential role in maintaining 

and developing opportunities for outdoor recreation by New Zealanders. 

The Act remains generally sound legislation and WAC has had many successes over 

the past 20 years in setting national standards and coordinating efforts to enhance 

access through private land. The mapping system is excellent and good effort has 

been put into implementing walkways and access, particularly through the provisions 

in the OIA. However, much remains to be done. NTC believes access must be 

improved to many key part of Forest Parks and National Parks, including some in the 

Nelson-Marlborough region.  

Operation of the Act 

The objectives and functions of WAC are generally appropriate although NTC 

believes there should be a stronger emphasis on improving access to and associated 

use of conservation land. WAC must be better resourced, more active and well 

recognised so the objectives and functions can be more fully achieved. 
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Effectiveness of the Act 

The following are some key areas where NTC believes changes to the Act are 

required to increase the effectiveness of WAC. 

1. Governance.  WAC is small, poorly resourced, very weak Crown entity. This may 

partly arise from it being under MPI. This review needs to consider in some depth the 

advantages and disadvantages for achieving its objectives of WAC being in MPI and 

the potential alternatives (LINZ, DOC, Internal Affairs). Elevating WAC to become 

an Autonomous Crown Entity would provide WAC an improved level of 

independence and its reports would have to be taken more seriously. NTC is not 

impressed by the process for appointment or current composition of the Board. 

Recreational interests should take precedence over political hacks. The recreational 

community is very broad with a great range of people available who are well qualified 

to serve on WAC’s statutory Board and who have outstanding records for community 

service. The Act should be modified to require the Board to be at least partly 

representative of the groups it exists to serve. 

2. Budgets. The Act does not and perhaps cannot say much about the financing of 

WAC activities. However, its current paltry budget must be increased so some key 

functions can be improved. 

3. Access negotiations. The current situation of the landowner/leaseholder holding all 

the cards has to change. The basis for access negotiations should be win-win and an 

outcome of no agreement should not be an acceptable. This links to the WAC budget 

through coming to the bargaining table with the ability to fund capital works for an 

access (fencing, parking, toilets etc) and strong management/maintenance options. 

Ways to bring the Public Works Act into play more often should be explored and 

incorporated into the act. 

3. Legal roads. These are a crucial component of access in New Zealand, given the 

lack of Right to Roam. The Act and other legislation should be changed to strengthen 

the hand of WAC over the status of unformed and formed legal roads in regard to 

arbitrary and unlawful closures or obstructions. The ability to address access issues 

arising from movement of sections of a legal road from the surveyed route should also 

be addressed. Stopping of legal roads by territorial local authorities should be subject 

to the consent of WAC. 

4. Overseas Investment Act. The WA Act should better reflect and reinforce the OIA 

provisions regarding negotiating access, existing and new, with foreign buyers of 

land. It should be mandatory that the WAC recommendations are adopted at the 

conclusion of negotiations. WAC must be adequately resourced so OIA provisions 

can be investigated and applied to all such sales (the new One Billion Trees 

programme is bypassing WAC). Why not modify the OIA so it applies all sales of 

land where there are important access issues, irrespective of the buyer? 

 



  
 

The Act has wide ramifications in regard to access and land and encapsulates many 

diverse and complex issues. NTC supports this opportunity to review the Act and 

other relevant legislation to so that the effectiveness of WAC can be increased for the 

future of all outdoor recreation. 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

 

 
 
Kate Krawczyk 
President 
Nelson Tramping Club 


